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In July this year an article appeared in The Leader, quoting

Bayside Council's acceptance of a tender for the synthetic

upgrade to Gardiner Park. 

The first response from residents was,  where was the community

consultation?  Where are the plans?  

Nothing appeared on Bayside Council's website and this began a

very frustrating and confusing period of enquiry by local

residents to council.

Plans were obtained from the council and shared amongst

residents.  All available playing fields would be marked for

soccer.  The cricket pitch was to be demolished.   Extra slabs of

concrete were marked out for new storage sheds.  A perimeter

fence was marked out.  The design would take away all the open

space and mark it permanently for soccer, a winter sport.   The

community space for all would now be a soccer field.  

Gardiner Park is an RE1 Residential Park.  This allows for both

passive and active recreation, and one sport should not be

allowed to dominate. Here is what we have spent 5 months and

200 documents later understanding in relation to what is really

planned for Gardiner Park.

Residents response to
Bayside Council
Upgrading Gardiner Park

WORK WAS MEANT TO START IN
AUGUST, COUNCIL'S
PAPERWORK IS MISSING

CRICKET PITCH TO BE
DEMOLISHED

COUNCIL ACCEPTED TENDER AT
$2.9 M (AND RISING) BEFORE
COMPLETING ALL REPORTS

THE FIELD WILL BE RAISED 1.2
METRES TO COUNTER FLOODING

What can I do? 
Call and write to all Bayside Councillors.  They need to hear
more voices.  Use our researched information to stop this
field turning into synthetic.

More information
fb page: Friends of Gardiner Park 
web: savegardinerpark.wordpress.com
email: savegardinerparkalliance@gmail.com

RESIDENT'S ACTION GROUP
CHALLENGES COUNCIL

INDEPENDENT PLANNER NOW
REQUIRED TO ASSESS
COUNCIL'S PLANS

$8 MILLION BEING SPENT ON
TWO SINGLE SPORT FIELDS

What Council hasn't told you
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Does a synthetic field cost more to maintain?

Bayside Council: The difference is substantial. Around $18,000 for synthetic and
$100,000 for natural turf annually. Artificial grass is lower in maintenance,
doesn’t require watering to thrive, doesn’t get muddy or damaged if used in wet
weather, doesn’t get patchy from use during the playing season, doesn’t need
to be replaced as often as turf.

Natural turf needs to be relevelled, top dressed with soil and fertilisers and
patched with new turf to keep it in a usable condition each year. A new
irrigation system will be installed to nurture the natural flora and turf.

01
Does a synthetic surface mean the field moves closer
to my back fence?

Bayside Council: No. The current buffer zone will be increased by 0.5 to 1 metre.

02
Does the Current proposal include additional lighting?

Bayside Council: No additional lighting is included in the current scope of works.

Fact: the infrastructure for additional lighting is included in the current scope of works. As such it is reasonable to
expect the upgrade of current lighting will soon follow.  There will be more and additional lighting as summer
soccer comps are part of the soccer competition.   All other synthetic fields are used for summer soccer.

03
Will there be extra parking available?

Bayside Council: No additional parking is being constructed, as the use of the
park has not changed. There is no increase in sporting activities.

04
Will there be emergency/accessible entries?

Bayside Council: Accessible entries and paths across the synthetic field will be
installed for everyone to use. Emergency vehicle access gates will be installed
on the main entry to both fields.

Fact: The load capacity of the current field is 1 tonne. The emergency vehicles will need to drive across the
synthetic field, potentially damaging the surface, and down a 1.2 metre buffer (sloped surface) to reach the rest of
the park.
The accessible entries count only for the entrance from road to the amenities block which is currently not impacted
by the fields. The other entries to the park, however, will both be diverted around the batter and the 6 metre high
fences. Neither entrance from Gardiner Ave will remain as easy as it is currently.
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Fact:   Current plans show little room from the edge of the field to the current sandstone walls. A buffer of 1
metre is still narrow and doesn't provide adequate access.   The field has coaches boxes, fences and posts that
will hinder walking around the field.  

Fact: the club has indicated that they wish to expand and are growing by 10% each year. The current field limits
their capacity. More games means more people and more cars.

Here are the real facts: Not what is in Council's brochure
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Fact: It has been well documented that Gardiner Park grass would improve with an installed irrigation system.
Staff currently use seven hoses of up to 60 metres to water the grass.

Although there is a reduction in cost, annual maintenance is $15,000 to $25,500,  the 10 year replacement costs
need to be factored in at $375,000 – $505,000 then the cost of specialist equipment.   

Daily, weekly, monthly and yearly maintenance does include toping up the levels of infill weekly at the key user
points (eg entrance and goals). A fine combing machine is used weekly to remove all organic matter. This means
every leaf, every seed pod, bird debris and more after wind and storms needs to be removed.

Monthly and yearly treatments are also required for algae, weeds and other plant matter. Two teams of staff are
needed, from regular to specialist. (source NSW Football)

The biggest damage is from vandalism. Arncliffe’s new field, open only since June 2020, has cost $10,000 in
damages. These include removal of broken glass, pizza and other food debris and damage from a motor bike
riding across the pitch.

06
Is synthetic grass hotter than normal grass?

Bayside Council: The technology keeps the temperatures very close to the
natural grass.

Fact: NSW Football states that over 30 deg play is not possible on synthetic grass due to heat retention.
A recent two year study into the heat retention of different surfaces found long pile synthetic turf was one of the
hottest surfaces in the landscape measuring nearly 11°C hotter than the baseline average. 
These figures show that irrigated natural turf could be 15°C cooler than synthetic turf. Bitumen was also
consistently hotter.
Ref: https://www.horticulture.com.au/hort-innovation/news-events/greening-our-cities-reducing-the-urban-
heat-island-effect/

07
Q: What about flooding?

Bayside Council: The  park is in a storm water flood zone. The drainage issues
will be addressed during construction.

Fact: The flood report warns of the danger of flooding on downward areas more so with an impermeable surface
such as synthetic. 
‘The immediate downstream properties in Gardiner Avenue may be subject to increased overland flow at the
surcharge point’ (Bayside Council)
Although new flood reports have just now been prepared; by protecting the synthetic field above all, the
northern field will have increased water flow subjecting trees to more water than experienced prior.

08
Q:What about the trees in the park?

Bayside Council: An arborist has assessed all the trees and will be available
during the building process. One tree has been identified for trimming. More
than half of Gardiner park remains natural turf for flora and fauna habitat. No
trees are being impacted.

Fact:   There is no arborist report prepared. We are concerned about a number of older larger trees. The plans
show these trees are questionably close to the infill or batter or new water courses which will impact on their root
systems. From plan to plan the area around the older trees keeps changing.



Fact: After answering about walking a dog; the second part of that answer is questionable and a sneaky second
sentence. The usage of the park will fundamentally change. And this is important. The park is zoned RE1,
recreational. Other planning policies, like the Plan of Management and the Conservation Management Plan must
be utilised when changing the park.   The park must remain inclusive of the community.

Fact: Hiring and using the park reads like an increase of usage to the park.   The field is currently licensed to
Banksia Tigers.   With no on-line booking system, which other councils have, it will be hard to know when the field
is free for the residents.

09
Q: Can I still walk my dog?

Bayside Council: Yes, but it is not an off leash park so please ensure it is on a
lead. The current usage of the park has not changed.

10
Q: Can I use the synthetic field?

Bayside Council: The synthetic field will be hired to our sporting groups for
training and games. If it is not in use others can use it for exercise or practice.
The gates will not be locked.

11
Q: Will the park be fenced?

Bayside Council: No the park will not be fenced. But the synthetic field will have
a 1.2 metre fence around its perimeter, with several access gates. There will
also be a six metre high wire netting behind each goal to prevent soccer balls
going astray or causing injury.

Fact: When is a fence not a fence? Fence or ‘Perimeter Fence’ it’s a fence. The field will be fenced. Open or
closed it’s a fence. The perimeter fence is 1.2 metres high on a raised field of also 1.2 metres. Then 2 x 6 metres
fences at either end of the synthetic field and another 6 metre fence at the end of the grass field. Fence. Fence.
Fence. End of Story.

12
Q. Will there be more late night noise?

Bayside Council: There are no changes to the usage of the park and that
includes how often, and the times, the field is booked by local sporting clubs.
There will be no changes to the lighting.

Fact: There will be changes. The proposal stated, the upgrades were necessary to increased patronage. That’s
an increase to usage. More people, more games, more noise, etc, etc,The installation of the lighting as part of the
scope of works is a clear indication that lighting will be installed and more games will be played in the evening.  
Councillor Naji commented Arncliffe Oval needs upgrade to lighting now that they are playing more and at night
more. Why would Gardiner be different? Every synthetic field is designed to be used 40- 60 hours per week up
from 20 hours for natural grass.

13
Q: I thought Gardiner Park was heritage listed?

Bayside Council: Aspects of the park have heritage significance such as the
two pillars at the entrance and the stone wall. A heritage study has been done
and is a public document. The two pillars will be preserved during the
construction phase.

Fact:   Gardiner Park has a detailed heritage plan that includes many other features including the rose gardens,
the sandstone walls, entrance pillars and a missing stone fountain.   The fact is Bayside have neglected the park
and let it get this run down.
The park is named after Councillor Gardiner who was passionate about parks and green spaces. He would be
enraged to think this park was being altered forever for the whole community.


